
CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS 
Council Chamber 

3191 Katella Ave., Los Alamitos CA  90720 

PLANNING COMMISSION/SUBDIVISION COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, May 24, 2023 – 7:00 PM 
 
 
 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC – This Agenda contains a brief general description of each item to be considered. Except as 
provided by law, action or discussion shall not be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda. Supporting documents, 
including staff reports, are available for review at City Hall in the City Clerk’s Office or on the City’s website at 
www.cityoflosalamitos.org once the agenda has been publicly posted. 
  
 Each matter on the agenda, no matter how described, shall be deemed to include any appropriate motion, whether to adopt 
a minute motion, resolution, payment of any bill, approval of any matter or action, or any other action. Items listed as “for 
information” or “for discussion” may also be the subject of an “action” taken by the City Council at the same meeting. 
  
 Agenda-related documents provided to a majority of the City Council after distribution of the City Council agenda packet 
(GC §54957.5) will be made available for public inspection at the meeting. Such documents will also be available at the City 
Clerk's office, 3191 Katella Ave., Los Alamitos, CA  90720. 
  
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Assistive Listening headphones are available and can be checked 
out from the City Clerk. If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at (562) 
431-3538, ext. 220. Notification at least 42 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 
to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28 CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA Title II]. Language translation services are available for 
this meeting by calling the City Clerk’s Office at least 42 hours in advance. 
  
 If you are unable to attend this meeting in person, you may submit comments on any agenda item or on any item not on the 
agenda by email to cityclerk@cityoflosalamitos.org with the subject line “PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC COMMENT”. 
Comments received by 3:00 p.m. they day of the meeting will be compiled, provided to the Planning Commission, and made 
available to the public before the start of the meeting. Staff will not read email comments at the meeting. You may also view 
the meeting live on local cable channel 3. 
  
 If, as an attendee, or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, 
please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (562) 431-3538, extension 220, 48 hours prior to the meeting so that reasonable 
arrangements may be made. 
  
 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
2. ROLL CALL 
 Chair Loe 

Vice Chair Cuilty 
Commissioner Andrade 
Commissioner DeBolt 
Commissioner Grose 
Commissioner Sofelkanik 
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Commissioner Zellmer 
  
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 At this time, any individual in the audience may address the Planning Commission and 

speak on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. Please state if 
you wish to speak on an item on the Agenda. Remarks are to be limited to not more 
than five minutes. 

  
5. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 All Consent Calendar items may be acted upon by one motion unless a Planning 

Commissioner requests separate action on a specific item. 
  
6. PUBLIC HEARING 
  
7. DISCUSSION 
  
8. STAFF REPORT 
  

   

 A. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)  
  As authorized by the Clean Water Act, Los Alamitos's stormwater program, known as 

NPDES, is a local government’s tool to help protect the water that enters a storm 
drain. Protecting water quality requires raising public awareness and fostering 
environmentally protective public behavior. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Receive and file. 

9. ITEMS FROM THE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
  
10. COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
  
11. ADJOURNMENT 
   

APPEAL PROCEDURES 
Any final determination by the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council, and must be done so in 
writing at the Development Services Department, within ten (10) business days after the Planning Commission 
decision. The appeal must include a statement specifically identifying the portion(s) of the decision with which the 
appellant disagrees and the basis in each case for the disagreement, accompanied by an appeal fee of $1,101.00 
(resident)/ $2,349.00 (non-resident) in accordance with Los Alamitos Municipal Code Section 17.60 and Fee 
Resolution No. 2022-11.  

 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing Agenda was 
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posted at the Los Alamitos City Hall, 3191 Katella Ave. and online at www.cityoflosalamitos.org not less than 72 
hours prior to the meeting.  
 

 
_________________________  
Michelle Müller 
Management Analyst 
Date: 5/18/23 
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City of Los Alamitos 

PLANNING COMMISSION/SUBDIVISION COMMITTEE 
AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: May 24, 2023 ITEM NUMBER: 8A 
 
To: Chair Loe & Members of the Planning Commission 

Presented By: Tom Oliver, Associate Planner 
Subject: National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Training   
SUMMARY 

As authorized by the Clean Water Act, Los Alamitos's stormwater program, known as 
NPDES, is a local government’s tool to help protect the water that enters a storm drain. 
Protecting water quality requires raising public awareness and fostering environmentally 
protective public behavior. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive and file. 

BACKGROUND 

The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) is a permit program that 
addresses water pollution by regulating the sources that discharge pollutants into the 
waterways of the United States. Examples of pollutants include, but are not limited to, rock, 
sand, dirt, and agricultural, industrial, and municipal waste discharged into storm drain 
water.   
 
Created in 1972 by the Clean Water Act, the NPDES permit program authorizes state 
governments through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to perform many 
permitting, administrative, and enforcement aspects of the program. The City of Los 
Alamitos’ local umbrella NPDES agency is called the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality 
Board, or SARWQB. 

DISCUSSION 

Storm water is defined as the runoff generated when precipitation from rain and snowmelt 
events flows over land or impervious surfaces without percolating into the ground. In an 
urban setting, residential, commercial, and industrial property contribute to water runoff. 
 Storm water is often considered a nuisance because it mobilizes pollutants such as motor 
oil and trash.  In most cases, storm water flows directly into water bodies through water 
systems, contributing to a major source of pollution to rivers, lakes, and the ocean.   
 
The State of California Water Boards created the Office of Enforcement in 2006 to 
emphasize enforcement to ensure that violations of orders and permits result in firm, fair, 
and consistent enforcement through direct actions. In Los Alamitos, both the Building & 
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Safety Division along with the Code Enforcement Division enforce local policies to ensure 
that the City is complying with State regulations.   
 
 

 
 
As a part of fulfilling the City’s local NPDES requirements mandated by the SARWQB, Los 
Alamitos supports implementation of a countywide public education program called H2OC, 
to enhance the likelihood that key messages concerning NPDES will be noticed and that 
target audiences will adopt behaviors protective of water quality.  H2OC serves as the 
education and outreach campaign, providing unified messaging and combined media 
buying power that could not be achieved individually by this City and other Orange County 
cities, who are also known as "Permittees." 
 
The City of Los Alamitos supports the countywide public education effort through financial 
contributions, participation in the Public Education Sub-Committee, and the use of 
countywide materials, thematic messages, and common H2OC branding. The City’s public 
education and outreach program targets 100% of the residents, including businesses, 
commercial, and industrial establishments. The City supplements the countywide campaign 
at a local level through public educational material distribution, and outreach to the 
community through presentations such as tonight’s NPDES presentation. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 
 
 
Attachment: 

 
1. 5-24-2023 PC NPDES 101 
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NPDES 101

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System

May 24, 2023
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WHY ANOTHER 
PRESENTATION? 

• A reminder to protect rivers, creeks, beaches & 
oceans 

• Ensure that activities do not result in storm drain 
pollution 

• According to U.S. EPA, 40% of U.S. waters not 
fishable or swimmable

• 80% of ocean pollution is from land runoff 
• Comply w/ City’s Municipal Stormwater NPDES 

Permit
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Stormwater (water that goes into storm drains) not treated before it 
reaches the ocean
Dirt, oil, chemical, or trash that goes into storm drain will meet you at 
the beach 
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CALIFORNIA STORMWATER NPDES 
PERMITS

• Public 
education/participation

• Illicit discharges
• Construction
• Planning & land 

development
• Municipal operations & 

best management 
practices

• Recordkeeping & 
testing
• Statewide Trash 
Provisions
• Municipal operations & 
best management 
practices
• Recordkeeping & 
testing
• Statewide Trash 
provisions
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POOL DISCHARGES
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