
CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS 
Council Chamber 

3191 Katella Ave., Los Alamitos CA  90720 

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, December 4, 2024 – 7:00 PM  
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC – This Agenda contains a brief general description of each item to be considered.   Except 
as provided by law, action or discussion shall not be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda.   Supporting 
documents, including staff reports, are available for review at the Recreation & Community Services Department or on the 
City’s website at www.cityoflosalamitos.org once the agenda has been publicly posted. 
  
Each matter on the agenda, no matter how described, shall be deemed to include any appropriate motion, whether to adopt 
a minute motion, resolution, payment of any bill, approval of any matter or action, or any other action. Items listed as “for 
information” or “for discussion” may also be the subject of an “action” taken by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts 
Commission at the same meeting. 
  
 Agenda-related documents provided to a majority of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Commission after distribution 
of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Commission agenda packet (GC §54957.5) will be made available for public 
inspection at the meeting.  Such documents will also be available at the Recreation and Community Services Department, 
10911 Oak St. Los Alamitos, CA  90720. 
  
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Assistive Listening headphones are available and can be checked 
out from the Recreation and Community Services Department. If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the Recreation and Community Services Department at (562) 430-1073, ext. 501. Notification at least 42 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28 
CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA Title II]. Language translation services are available for this meeting by calling the Recreation and 
Community Services Department Office least 42 hours in advance 
  
 If you are unable to attend this meeting in person, you may submit comments on any agenda item or on any item not on the 
agenda by email to enoda@cityoflosalamitos.org with the subject line “PR&CA ORAL COMMUNICATIONS”. Comments 
received by 3:00 p.m. the day of the meeting will be compiled, provided to the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts 
Commission, and made available to the public before the start of the meeting. Staff will not read email comments at the 
meeting. 
  
 If, as an attendee, or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, 
please contact the Recreation and Community Services Department Office at (562) 430-1073, extension 501, 48 hours prior 
to the meeting so that reasonable arrangements may be made. 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
2. ROLL CALL 
 Commissioner Wright 

Commissioner Singer 
Commissioner Gallagher 
Commissioner Joseph 
VACANT 
Vice Chair Beck 
Chair Bandak 
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3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Chair Bandak will lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 At this time, any individual in the audience may address the Parks, Recreation, and 

Cultural Arts Commission and speak on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction of 
the Commission. Please state if you wish to speak on an item on the Agenda. Remarks 
are to be limited to not more than three minutes. 

  
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  

    A. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Meeting of October 2, 2024  
  

 

6. STAFF REPORTS 
  

   

 A. Soroptomist Park     (Development Services) 
  This item presents the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with a 

proposed outlook of different options for site amenities, features, and design 
intended to renovate Soroptimist Park. 
 
Recommendation: 
 

1. Receive file and discuss; and 
2. Select the options presented for the site amenities. 

 

   
 B. Winter Programs and Events      
  This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with a 

preview of Recreation Winter programs and events.  
7. ITEMS FROM THE RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
  
8. COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 At this time, Commissioners may report on items not specifically described on the Agenda 

that are of interest to the community, provided no action or discussion is taken except to 
provide staff direction to report back or to place the item on a future Agenda. 

  
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 The Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Arts Commission will adjourn to Wednesday, 

January 8, 2025. 
   
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing 
Agenda was posted at the Los Alamitos City Hall, 3191 Katella Ave. and online at 
www.cityoflosalamitos.org not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. Dated this 26th day of 
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November 
 

 
______________________________ 
Lauren Pavelec, Department Secretary 
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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Regular Meeting  
October 2, 2024 
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MINUTES OF PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS 

 
REGULAR MEETING – WEDNESDAY, October 2, 2024 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Commission met in a Regular Session at 7:00 
p.m., Wednesday, October 2, 2024 in the Council Chambers, 3191 Katella Ave., Chair 
Bandak presiding. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Commission Members: Bandak, Gallagher, Wright, Beck, Singer 
 

Absent: Commission Members: Joseph 
  
        Present: Staff: Jennifer Sisoev, Recreation Manager 
  Steve Kim, Recreation Supervisor 
  Samantha Kenny, Recreation Coordinator 
  Lauren Pavelec, Department Secretary  
 
         

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Chair Bandak led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Chair Bandak opened Oral Communications. At this time, any individual in the 
audience may come forward to speak on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Arts Commission. Remarks are limited to not 
more than five minutes per speaker. Oral communications were closed.  

   
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motioned: Beck/Seconded Singer 
Motioned Carried: The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Commission approved the 
minutes for the Regular Meeting of August 7, 2024. 

 
  

A. STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. Fall Programs/Events Preview 
This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with a preview 
of the Recreation fall programs and events. 
 

Page 4 of 28



Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Regular Meeting  
October 2, 2024 

Page 2 of 3 

Recreation Coordinator Samantha Kenny summarized the staff report. 
 

B. Tennis Court Resurfacing Update 
 

This report provided the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with an update 
on the renovation project at the Laurel Park Tennis Courts.  
 
Recreation Supervisor Steve Kim summarized the staff report. 
 

C. CPRS District 10 Volunteer Merit Award Nominations 
 
This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with an 
opportunity to consider nominees for the 2024 California Park & Recreation Society 
(CPRS) District 10 Volunteer Merit Award.   

 
Recreation Manager Jennifer Sisoev summarized the staff report and requested that 
PR&CA Commissioners select nominees for the CPRS District 10 Volunteer Merit 
Award. 
 
The California and Recreation Society (CPRS) District will notify and invite to the 
Awards and Installation Banquet date TBA for 2024.  The City Council and the City 
Manager and Recreation and Community staff will also be invited to attend.  The 
awards program recognizes and honors individuals and organizations contributing to 
the recreation profession and the quality of life within CPRS District 10.  Each year, the 
City of Los Alamitos nominates an individual and/or an organization to receive the 
Volunteer Merit Award.  Nominations were taken from individual Commissioners and 
voted the following: 

 

• Precious Life Shelter – Organization:  Motion/Second: Beck/Singer 

• Rachel Solis – Individual: Motion/Second Beck/Bandak 
 
   

6. ITEMS FROM THE RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

Jennifer Sisoev, Recreation Manager 
 

• Announced the Grand Re-Opening of the Los Alamitos Community Center on 
Friday, October 4, 2024, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• All programming is set to return to the Community Center on Tuesday, October 
15. 

• Announced Elevate Women’s Conference on Wednesday, October 9, 2024, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Los Alamitos Community Center. 

• Announced the start of the Sterns Park project and estimated the completion 
date would be in early November.  
 

Steve Kim, Recreation Supervisor 
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• Gave an update on the Oak Gym and estimated completion date of late November. 
 

Samantha Kenny, Recreation Coordinator 
 

• Gave the commissioners a save the date/upcoming opportunities flyer fro upcoming 
events.  

 
 

B. COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Wright 
 

Gave a shoutout to the Celebrate Los Al team for a great event and a shoutout to 
the Senior Services team for the transition to the American Legion. 

 
 

Commissioner Singer 
 

 Nothing to report. 
 
Commissioner Gallagher 
 

 Nothing to report. 
 
           Commissioner Joseph 

 
 N/A 

 
 

Vice Commissioner Beck 
 
 Nothing to report. 
 

Chair Bandak. 
 

• Thanked City staff for a wonderful Celebrate Los Al and Glow Run event. 
 
 

C. ADJOURNMENT  
  

The Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Arts Commission adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  
 

____________________________ 
Attest:       William Bandak, Chair 
 
_______________________________ 
Emeline Noda 
Director of Recreation & Community Services/ 
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs 
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City of Los Alamitos 

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS 
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: December 4, 2024 ITEM NUMBER: 6A 
 
To: Chair William Bandak & Members of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural 

Arts Commission 

Presented By: Ron Noda, Development Services Director 
Subject: Soroptomist Park   
SUMMARY 

This item presents the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with a proposed outlook 
of different options for site amenities, features, and design intended to renovate Soroptimist 
Park. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Receive file and discuss; and 
2. Select the options presented for the site amenities. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Soroptimist Park, located at 10822 Pine Street in the Old Town West neighborhood, is a 
pocket park of approximately 0.17 acres. The park site last saw improvement to the play area 
in 1999, including the play structure apparatus and resurfacing, new benches and tables, 
concrete curbing, and park signage. Due to its unique size and location, the park is intended 
for passive use, with existing site amenities consisting of a school-aged appropriate 
playground, a small picnic-covered bench, and compact green space for leisure use.  
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Playground equipment typically has a service life of twenty years and requires increased 
maintenance, limiting liability risk. The proposed renovation will improve the play equipment 
with a sleek, modern design and replace the wood chips with rubberized surfacing for 
increased safety and improved maintenance. The playground area will also add satellite play 
features for augmented play. 
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DISCUSSION 

The first park to receive renovation is Sterns Park (3871 Farquhar Avenue), which is currently 
under construction and expected to open in December 2024. Labourdette Park (4401 Howard 
Avenue) will commence construction in December and is scheduled to open in late spring 
2025. As part of the overall general plan for renovating all parks in Los Alamitos, Soroptimist 
Park has been chosen as the next park to be re-imagined and renovated. The tentative 
timeline for the renovation will begin in late spring of 2025 and is expected to open in fall of 
2025.  
 
It is requested that the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission discuss and recommend 
to the City Council the approval of the various options presented this evening. Attachment No. 
1 will provide two alternative designs for park amenities, which include a playground structure, 
rubberized surfacing, and satellite play features. Each selection has a slight cost difference. 
The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission recommendation and the attachments will 
be presented to the City Council at an upcoming meeting for final approval. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The total for the Soroptimist Park Project will be approximately $240,000.  The renovation will 
be funded through Prop 68 for $185,000, with the remaining balance of $55,000 coming from 
the City's General Fund. The project will be spent in Fiscal Year 2024-2025 as part of the City 
Council approved Capital Improvement Project (CIP) list. 

 
 
Attachment: 

 
1. Soroptimist Park Presentation 11-06-24 PRCA (1) 
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Proposed Park Renovations

City of Los Alamitos

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission

November 6, 2024

Soroptimist Park  
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Introduction

Team Members
Ron Noda, Deputy City Manager/Development Services Director
Irving Montenegro, Jr., Development Services Manager
Charles Foley, Landscape Architect HAI
Jacob Laurentowski, Designer HAI

Background 
The City is proposing to fund the renovation of the park with a total budget of $240,000 through Prop 68 
and General Fund money. 

Process
1. Site Evaluation and Conceptual Design
2. Community Outreach 
3. Finalize Conceptual Design
4. Construction Document production
5. Request for bids from Contractors

Project Scope
▪ New reduced play area boundary
▪ New play equipment
▪ New rubberized play surfacing + design
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Soroptimist Park - Existing Conditions
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SADDLE SPINNER
(2-5 YEAR OLD)

CURVA SPINNER
(5-12 YEAR OLD)

HEDRA SCOUT
(2-5 YEAR OLD PLAY STRUCTURE)

Proposed Play Equipment Concept 01

NEW PLAY AREA BOUNDARY
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HEDRA SCOUT
2-5 YEAR OLD PLAY STRUCTURE

CURVA SPINNER
(5-12 YEAR OLD)

SADDLE SPINNER
(2-5 YEAR OLD)

Proposed Play Equipment Concept 01
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Proposed Play Equipment Concept 01
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Proposed Play Equipment Concept 01
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Concept 01 – Cost Estimate
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SADDLE SPINNER
(2-5 YEAR OLD)

SUPER NETPLEX
(5-12 YEAR OLD PLAY STRUCTURE)

Proposed Play Equipment Concept 02

NEW PLAY AREA BOUNDARY

PLAY PANEL COMPLEX W/ 
SEATS AND TABLE
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SUPER NETPLEX
(5-12 YEAR OLD PLAY STRUCTURE)

PLAY PANEL COMPLEX W/ SEATS AND TABLE

SADDLE SPINNER
(2-5 YEAR OLD)

Proposed Play Equipment Concept 02
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Proposed Play Equipment Concept 02
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Proposed Play Equipment Concept 02
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Concept 02 – Cost Estimate
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City of Los Alamitos 

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS 
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: December 4, 2024 ITEM NUMBER: 6B 
 
To: Chair William Bandak & Members of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural 

Arts Commission 

Presented By: Megan Shimada, Recreation Supervisor 
Subject: Winter Programs and Events   
SUMMARY 

This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with a preview of 
Recreation Winter programs and events. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Commission receive and file. 

BACKGROUND 

The Los Alamitos Recreation and Community Services Department is proud to continue 
offering programs and events that aim to improve the community's quality of life. This report 
details upcoming winter programs and events. 

DISCUSSION 

Programs 
  
Winter Day Camp 
 
Winter Day camp is scheduled for Monday, December 23, to Friday, January 3. There will be 
no camp on 12/24, 12/25, and 1/1. Regular hours of 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and extended hours 
of 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. are available. Campers can create crafts, participate in indoor and 
outdoor organized activities, and more catered to the fun theme of the holidays! In addition, 
specialty class add-ons are available and optional for an elevated camp experience. For an 
additional $15, campers can enjoy a different fun holiday activity each day from 2:00 – 3:00. 
Morning and afternoon snacks are provided. Registration for Winter Day Camp is currently 
open and can be completed at losalrecreation.myrec.com. Scholarships are available for 
eligible Los Alamitos residents. 
 
Lil’ Oak Preschool Program 
  
The Winter Preschool Program offers two sessions (the first 8 weeks, the second 6 weeks). 
The Monday, Wednesday, and Friday class has 9 participants enrolled, and the Tuesday and 
Thursday class has 16 participants enrolled. Participants enjoy a fun-filled session of 

Page 24 of 28



educational and social development through art, crafts, games, and activities.  
  
Contract Classes 
 
Youth Classes - A Shotokan class is offered every Tuesday from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. This class 
teaches traditional karate and self-defense to the youth. This weekly class is ideal for fostering 
confidence, discipline, and fitness among youth. We’re excited to grow our youth programs 
and welcome new students of all skill levels to join. 
  
Adult Classes - We’re excited to introduce new fitness opportunities designed for our older 
adult community. Yoga and hula fitness classes will be available in the winter. These classes 
are tailored to enhance flexibility, balance, and relaxation. 
  
Youth Sports 
  
Co-ed Youth Basketball League   
  
We are so excited to have the City of Los Alamitos Jr. Clippers Youth Basketball League back 
for the 2025 Winter Season. The league starts January 6 and goes through March 29, with 
practices once a week and games on Saturdays. The league is offered to grades K-8th grade 
with four different divisions available. Practices will be held either at the Oak Middle School 
Gym or local school sites. This is a great beginner to intermediate-level league as participants 
will be introduced to life skills, the fundamentals of basketball, and a fun gameday experience.  
  
By joining this Jr. Clippers League, participants will have an opportunity to play in a pro-style 
Clippers jersey, score a free ticket voucher to select games at Intuit Dome, and much more. 
We can’t wait to see our basketball players on the hardwood Gym floor!  
  
Pre-School Age Sports  
  
The Los Alamitos Recreation and Community Services Department offers two basketball 
programs for preschool-aged athletes: Parent & Me Basketball (2-3 years old) and Jr. Pee 
Wee Basketball (4-5 years old). These five-week programs are designed to introduce younger 
participants to the sport of basketball. Participants will learn basketball skills through clinic-
style and game-based sessions. Skills that will be covered include dribbling, passing, defense, 
and shooting. Recreation Staff will lead classes, and an award is included in the fee. Both 
programs will occur on Thursdays from January 9 through February 6.  
  
Events 
 
Winter Wonderland 
  
The 13th Annual MemorialCare Miller Children’s and Women’s Hospital Long Beach Winter 
Wonderland presented by UWS and Southland Credit Union event will take place Saturday, 
December 7, 2024 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This year, the event will feature  vendors, food 
trucks, ice skating, live entertainment by local youth groups, a large sledding area with four 
sled runs available for all ages to experience the snow, along with a snow play area, jumpers, 
and a train ride into “Santa’s Village” at the St. Isidore Historical Plaza. All of these activities 
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are free to the public. The snow areas are presented by UWS and the Ice Rink is presented by 
Southland Credit Union. A big change this year is the moving of the snow area to the Pine 
Street parking lot adjacent to the ice rink. Bouncers will also be moved to Saint Isidore 
Historical Plaza with an expanded Santa’s Village.  
  
Stage Performances 
  
The stage is fully booked with musical performances from local schools and community 
groups. 
  
TIME PERFORMANCE GROUP 
4:00p PRCA Commission Kick Off  
4:05-4:15p Lil' Oak Preschool Program *Santa Arrives at 4:10pm and sings along 
4:20-4:35p Impact Dance Center  
4:40-4:55p Weaver Elementary 
5:00-5:15p Lee Elementary  
5:15-5:30p ANNOUNCEMENTS & TREE LIGHTING  
5:30-5:45p Rossmoor Royal Choir  
5:50-6:05p SoCal Arts 
6:10-6:25p Hopkinson Elementary Choir 
6:30-6:45p MyArt's Showcase Troupe 
6:50-7:05p Onstage Dance Center 
7:05-7:10p Tacey (Musical Artist) 
7:15-7:30p Orange County Song and Dance 
  
Santa’s Village 
  
Santa’s Village will feature a bright and colorful train ride starting at the US Bank parking lot 
and ending at St. Isidore Historical Plaza. This year there will be two photo opportunities with 
Santa and the Grinch. There will also be craft tables, bouncers, food sales, and 
wreath/mistletoe sales.  
  
Tree Lighting 
  
A tree lighting ceremony at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor and City Council are invited to light the tree 
with the community.  
  
Vendors 
  
Food vendors, sales vendors, sponsors, churches, and non-profits will line Pine Street 
providing visitors opportunities to shop, receive information, or donate to their favorite causes. 
Winter Wonderland is an event for residents, businesses and neighbors of all ages to enjoy. 
Vendor applications are on the City’s website, for those interested in participating in the Winter 
Wonderland event. 
  
Sponsors 
  
Returning sponsors have all been contacted. Total cash sponsorships to date is $29,000. The 
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following cash & in-kind sponsors have been secured for the event to date: 
  
Title Sponsor: 
  
MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach 
  
Presenting Sponsors: 
  
Southland Credit Union 
UWS 
  
Community Sponsor: 
  
Ganahl Lumber 
McDonalds 
US Bank 
  
The City of Los Alamitos is proud to provide another excellent event for the community we 
serve. The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Commission is invited to open the event and 
introduce the first performance.  
  
The community support for the event continues to grow, making Winter Wonderland one of the 
largest events in the City. Volunteers are being sought to assist with the event. 
  
Holiday Decorating Contest 
  
The Los Alamitos Recreation and Community Services Department invites all City of Los 
Alamitos residents to participate in the 2024 Holiday Decorating Contest on Wednesday, 
December 11.   No registration is required, but is encouraged. All Los Alamitos homes must 
have displays and lights turned on for the duration of 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. to be eligible. 
 Judges from the community will choose homes for the following divisions for each Los 
Alamitos neighborhood: Brightest, Most Creative, and Most Holiday Spirit.  Winners will be 
acknowledged via press release, social media, City website, and awarded with a gift card and 
a lawn sign at their home.  
  
Santa Calls 
 
Recreation staff will be playing the role of Santa and calling on Thursday, December 14 from 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. To participate, children must write a letter to Santa Claus and drop it off 
at the Los Alamitos Community Center (10911 Oak St.) by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 
7. No letters are accepted by mail. Please include child’s name, age, phone number, and other 
info Santa needs to know. 
 
Toy Drive 
  
Our Annual Toy Drive will take place Monday, December 2, through Thursday, December 5, 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with donation bins located at various City Hall locations, including 
the Los Alamitos Community Center, City Hall, and Police Department. We encourage the 
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public to donate new and unwrapped toys, games, puzzles, and more. All donated toys benefit 
local non-profits that distribute toys to local children who are most in need. Additionally, the 
Recreation & Community Services Department will partner for a second year with the Los 
Alamitos Police Department at the Coffee with a Cop event scheduled for Tuesday, December 
3, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Starbucks (525 Katella Avenue, Los Alamitos). 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Costs for the majority of these events are offset by event sponsorships. Classes and programs 
are offset by program registration by participants enrolled. 

 
 
Attachment: 

 
None 
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